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Welcome to the April issue of AMGC
monthly newsletter and a very
Happy Easter to all our readers.

Visit to Vital Spark
Long Marston

by Paul

Considering the rain on the previous
day we were very lucky to see the
sunshine all day for us on our visit to
Vital Spark. Most people brought
their MGs, so we had a good display
of cars in their car park.
Rebecca was doing a sterling job in the
drinks wagon pouring the tea and coffee
and directing us to the cakes, a lovely
selection and yummy, thank you to

allow them to have a standard set of
building block parts to use resulting in
the costs to be kept to the minimum.
They have now also had a slight
diversification, with the purchase of the
Seebring International company which
build new replicas for the famous Austin
Healey 3000.
Their first complete conversion is the
White MGB GT that was on display

To allow all the original brakes and
suspension to be used, the power
output from the motor is limited to that
of the standard 'B' engine and so the
drive and handling will be similar.
Half a dozen of us had registered to
drive the test B GT and another couple
were accepted on the day. Everyone
was impressed with the car, with
comments about how quiet it was but
yet they didn't miss the sound of the
engine. The drivers also commented on
using the 3 settings of the regeneration
to control the braking. There was plenty
of talk about not converting their existing
MG but would need to source another
one as an additional vehicle. I was
surprised about how few comments
there were about the range but this was
not too much of a problem on the day,
although after 7 drivers had been having
fun it was necessary to have a quick
recharge before the last driver departed
for his run, by which time the rest of us
were drifting off home, although as the
Mason's Arms was not open only a few
went a bit further to the Bell in Welford
to continue the discussions about the
merits of converting an MG, is this the
future?

them. As the sun was beating down
everyone was reluctant to go indoors
but it was time for Gary, The Rainmaker
(an American term used to describe the
Boss) to give us an introduction to them,
the company and what they are trying to
achieve.

Norman was on hand to record the day
outside and they are well on to and his photos can be viewed at this
completing a 'Heritage Shell' B Roadster. link:
The White GT has retained the standard http://normanlarge.com/AMGCVitalSpar
gearbox which is mated to the electric ksMar22
motor through the standard clutch,
however there is no need
to operate the clutch.
Editorial Team:

Gary & Rebecca are a married couple
and having looked to buy an electric
classic car they found the price to be
unacceptable and the 18 months waiting
list too long, so they reckoned they
could do the job better.
Their
philosophy is to concentrate on one type
of vehicle and specialise on it, this will

Having removed the heavy
cast iron engine and fuel
tank, they are replaced by
the motor and batteries
which are very similar in
weight and are positioned
to maintain the original
weight distribution.

Paul Dunster & Norman Large
Please let us know if you have any information
(comments, stories of interest, photos, a club
member’s birthday, etc) that you would like to be
considered for inclusion in this Newsletter. COPY
DEADLINE is 10th of the Month.
norman.large@btinternet.com
ardenmgclub@talktalk.net
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Chairman's Report

- April 2022

A good turn out
for Club Night...
... but not as many people as the previous 2
months.
David did however sign up 3 new members and
the room was still nearly full. Members were
treated to a very interesting talk by John Yea
about BMH (British Motor Heritage). John was
part of the trio that were able to purchase BMH
from then owners BMW when they realised they
still owned the company after divesting
themselves of MG Rover and the trio
were selected because they were considered a
'safe pair of hands'
The company came about in 1975 as part of the BL formation as the
commercial arm of the BMIHT (British Motor Industry Heritage Trust),
which had the job of looking after the heritage collections of all the former
BL Marques. David Bishop in the 80's realised that most of the press
tooling for the MGB still existed and began identifying and locating them
and this went on to become the first 'Heritage Shells'.

Visits To Report On
Visits to report on start with:
The Breakfast Meeting at the
British Motor Museum in Gaydon
- it was attended by a select band of
10 but it can accommodate a lot
more. Indeed, Mike (and the BMM)
will be much happier if we can get
more people; I can then persuade
them to put on the full English
breakfast but need a minimum of 10
diners.
This will be a regular event on the
3rd Tuesday of the month.
Two days later we visited Vital
Spark in Long Marston with lovely
weather, allowing us to bring our
MGs and congregate outside and
lots of people to experience driving
the electric powered MGB GT, see
the full report on the front page of
this Newsletter.

When David found out that BMH was up for sale he enlisted John and
another to put forward what became the successful bid and subsequently
John became the MD, running the company successfully until his recent
retirement. We have had a couple of Club visits to the factory in Witney
but perhaps it's time to arrange another visit, let me know if you would be
interested in going (midweek only).

John Yea
in full flow!
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Chairman's Report

- April 2022 - continuation

MGB cleaned to
within an inch of
it's life...
... for the wedding of
daughter number two!
I have not done much in my MGB
other than cleaning it to within an inch
of it's life, the full Maguires 3 stage
clean (paint cleaner, polish & wax),
followed by another wax but this was
all to prepare the for all important job
of taking daughter number two to her
wedding!! What a great day we had
the sun was shining, so the long way
round to get from Stratford to
Jephson's Gardens in Leamington was
a pleasure and we arrived on time, to
be held just inside the gate of the
Gardens giving the people there a

g r a n d
opportunity
for taking
photos.
Mind you
one wag was
heard to say
“Don't do it” at which point he was
seen to be kicked in the shin by the
escorting wife!! The bridesmaids
were transported in Fred's MG

Magnette, who did a grand
job, many thanks Fred, the
girls really enjoyed the
journey. I had planned the
whole thing and it went like
clockwork, however despite
giving it some thought
previously I had forgotten
to put a coat in the car
ready for the return journey
home late at night by which
time it was on the cold side.
No problem the woolly hat is always
in the car and Anni had left behind her
shoulder 'Stole', so
da Beanie Hat
picture the sight of
me wearing my
nice blue tailcoat,
beanie hat and
white
furry
shoulder stole for
the drive home!

100

TON UP KID
(Mike Green) -

AGED 70
Sadly little to report since
the March 11th score of
11.5 - must do b ette r....
Struck down with Covid 19 (11 days)
sadly excluded me from the electric
MG factory tour on March 17 and also
the day after at Restoration Show at
the NEC, leaving March as a write off.
That said, on March 15, I managed a
pre-Covid mid-month Breakfast natter
at Gaydon in the B.
Following a family wedding and
overnight in Bridgnorth, we set off on
Sunday April 3, on what became
almost a 300 mile dash home around
Wales in the Jag. We had lunch in
Aberdovey and a stroll on the beach,

Episode 2
By Mike Green

followed by meandering up to
Caernarfon and then south, viewing
Snowdon via the Llanberis pass and a
pit stop at Betys Coed to cool the tyres
and supercharger. Earlier, we almost
took the lonely single track mountain
road at Penmachno, (used on the
Welsh Rally back in the day) but
having driven it before, Jane wasn’t
too keen. Given how far behind target
I am, I’m taking this unorganised run
into account.
Club night followed on Tuesday 4. I’ve
been working in north this week and
took the TF up on both occasions,
which I’m not counting as events, but
over 400 miles, solo in the TF, can be
fun, particularly if I come home via the

“Cat and Fiddle” which I didn’t, but will
next time!

THE TON UP KID’s Events Target

THE

Coming up on 26
April, a VIP Formula
One Manufacturer’s
“Shakedown Day” with a difference, I’ll
take some photos.

50

14.5
0

“A Miserable 3” added
So from the March 11th 11.5 score, I
can only add a miserable 3, but I’m
getting revved up for the next episode
and remain confident about “The
Ton”.
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- Thank you Graham

Cartoon Corner

Cartoon Corner

Breakfast
Meeting at
BMM
by Paul

The day dawned fine for our first breakfast meeting
at the Museum and I was not sure how many people
would turn up, I had only received 3 requests for
the 'Full English' breakfast, which incidentally was
not sufficient for them to offer that for us.
I arrived in good time to see 4 MGs already parked in
the middle of the car park, so tucked in behind them.
We soon got together and found a table on the Gallery,
which was soon full and we overflowed onto the next
one. In the end there was 10 of us and it worked really
well, everyone enjoyed a bacon or sausage sandwich
and it was good to be able to sit and have a chat with
different people other than our usual groups. There is
plenty of space on the Gallery in the Museum, so it was
very relaxed (and quiet). Most people had a walk
around the Museum when we moved on from the
talking and was it a good opportunity to wander
around the cars. The number of people was not large
but I think it is worth putting on the calendar as a
monthly meeting, so if you can make it on the 19th
April I will see you there.
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What Have You Done In or With Your (or someone else’s) MG?

Head gasket a constant
problem !
by Mick W

In January as we weren't using our MG, it seemed like a
good idea to have MG Owners Club Cambridge have it in
for major surgery. The head gasket, as any MGTF owner
will tell you is a constant problem (this particular car has
now had two new ones from us and one from a previous
owner).
We had come to the point where we had to decide whether it
was worth spending any more
of our pension on it! MGOC
assured us that they could cure
this once and for all with their
NEW method of replacement it would only take 2 or 3
days. It was cheaper for them
to come and collect it than for
us to drive over there and stay
in a hotel for three nights in
cold wet February. Collect it
they did in a very smart
enclosed trailer. Three days
later they phoned to say, that
while the head was in pieces,
they needed to replace a hose which was leaking - OK. Then
they realised this hose is unobtainable. Thus began the
weekly phone call from us to see what the situation was.

Maiden Voyage
for Dusty's
Repatriated TD
The first real test for the TD came on
Sunday 10th April with a run to
Prescott for a Footman James
breakfast morning with free bacon
butties. This would be its longest run
so far having only been around local
lanes and to the garage for fuel.
Eight-thirty on a cold, frosty but clear
and sunny morning we set off
through the Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and Gloucestershire
lanes with some trepidation not
knowing how the TD would perform

Week 4 -Their supplier couldn't get one anywhere! We
waited and waited, they even said they would take one off a
donor car but they couldn't get one of those either!
Week 6 - they wouldn't answer the phone - panic - no, the
whole workshop was closed with Covid.
Week 8 - we rang them again - yes they'd managed to make a
hose for us “Now please come and collect it”. I think they
were fed up with it too.

Home Again
Ok, so how to get it home again?
After weighing up train and bus costs we thought we'd hire a
car just one way - DON' T believe those £15 a day adverts in Stratford area it was £175 +fuel simply because of the
shortage of new cars, they weren't
prepared to 'lose a car' from their
depot. Luckily our newly retired
friends offered to take us, in
exchange for a nice lunch in
Cambridge, no problems. So nine
weeks to the day we brought it
home, but not until we’d taken the
magic self guided bus from
outside the workshop into
Cambridge for a glorious pub
meal. Let's
hope that alls
well now for
the summer
events.

or even if we would get there! The
memory took me back nearly sixty
years driving an elderly MG with no
power steering or brakes.

guzzlers and of course MGAs, Bs
and Longbridge brand TFs some
bearing the Arden badge on the
screen. A great morning out but I did
miss the HS's heated seat!

All was well
though and the 50
mile round trip
was completed
without incident.
The wide range of
cars attending
included a huge
1920's Austin
special to some
very modern
supercars, many
British classics
and a host of
American muscle
cars and gas
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Rookie
Mistake
by Paul
When I had got the carpets fitted to the 'B' it allowed some
time to have a better look at the 'New' F, so I jacked it up in
the air and got underneath to check for corrosion. Well it all
looks very sound in the body area and a bit of crustiness on
the sub-frames (which have had some underseal added in
the not too distant past), so worth doing something to.
Next thing was to check the oil level (OK) and of course the
water coolant level, which was a bit on the low side but
looked a bit mucky, so I put some absorbent paper in the
header tank and what came out looked very oily!! Oh no
but I had seen the car running and it was low cost, so didn't
think I needed to check it out and Lech drove it back without
problems, rookie mistake! In case you hadn't guessed it
must be a failed head gasket!
What do I do about it? As I have said the car looks solid
enough, so worth saving, therefore worth replacing the
gasket but do I pay the money and get it done or could I do
it myself? The car came with Roger Parker's MGF/TF book,
so an
intense
period of
study
followed
and the key
phrase was
“it is
possible for
the home
mechanic”,

I gave it some more
thought and I haven't
taken an engine apart
for some years now
(the last one was the
Porsche 911SC to
replace the head studs
back in 2005), so maybe it could be a bit of 'fun'. That was
the decision made and of course it needs to be done
properly with the new MLS gasket and new lower rail &
stretch bolts.
The engine is now in pieces and an inspection of the head
gasket shows a breakdown between the oil and coolant
seals but no signs of overheating. I have been taking it
slowly checking each step on the way with Roger's book
and the manual, I'm not looking forward to refitting the lower
inlet manifold nuts, which Roger says you need arms like ET
to get at, I will let you know how I get on.
The next question, whilst all the coolant is out and the
MGOC Spares have got a special offer this month on the
stainless steel coolant pipes, do I replace them as well?

What’s On - Elsewhere
Other Events for 2022
April Saturday 23rd - Pride of Longbridge.
Held on Cofton Park, no need to book just turn up and join
hundreds of cars with any link to the Longbridge factory. Starts
from 10am.
June 4th - Summer Classics Three Counties Showground, Malvern
June 12th - The 24th Ratae Road Run
£28.00 Per car includes driver and one passenger.
Full Details: https://www.mgleicester.org
https://www.mgleicester.org/event/ratae-run-2022/
Email Paul or Norman for a pdf flyer if you are interested
June 18th and 19th - Ashby Magna Vintage Rally
June 19th - MG Owners Club MGs in the Park Cotswold Wildlife Park, Burford
Take your MG, no booking needed, driver has free entry,
passengers have a discounted rate.
June 24th and 25th - Stratford Beer Festival Stratford Racecourse
July Saturday 2nd - Hampton-in- Arden Festival 2022 This event appears to be free entry. Cars in place 8:30 to 10:30,
leaving at 3:30pm. Further information Andy Redfren 07773
816701
July Sunday 10th - Bards Drive Classic & Vintage Car Rally starting at the magnificent Maxstoke Castle B46 2RD. £30 per car
including all passengers, proceeds to Warwickshire & Coventry
Historic Churches Trust. More information at
www.bardsdrive.co.uk
July 15th & 16th - Coast to Coast
Starting in Morecambe on Friday 15th July 2022 with a banquet
and setting off on Saturday 16th July 2022 from the Midland Hotel,
Morecambe the run crosses the Forest of Bowland, Yorkshire Dales
and the North York Moors ending in Scarborough with gala banquet
at the Crown Spa Hotel.
Full details and prices negotiated with the hotels and pubs (tea and
lunch stops are arranged) this will be the fourth coast to coast run
organised my Norman Verona and is a re-run of the 2018 run.
See http://www.frenchblat.com/c2c.htm for further details and how
to register.
July 16th & 17th - Classic Nostalgia - Shelsley Walsh Tickets are £15 per person if you arrive
in a classic (pre-1985)

Please let us know YOUR NEWS (comments, stories of interest, photos, a
club member’s birthday, special
celebration, etc) - that you would like to be
considered for inclusion in this Newsletter.
COPY DEADLINE is 10th of the Month.
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What’s On - AMGC
Proposed Club Events for 2022
April Sunday 24th - Drive- it-Day Run:
The 43-mile run will start from The View Restaurant, Wootton
Wawen, B95 6DE at 10.30am but please arrive by 9.00 - 9.30am to
allow time for us all to meet up and provide the route details. This
will be in their upstairs room which we hope to have exclusive use
of but subject to how busy they are.
Bacon or sausage sandwiches will be available along with other
refreshments but they need to know approximate numbers so please
let me know as soon as possible your requirements. These will be
made to order on arrival.
The route finish venue has had to be changed because the Hook
Norton Brewery could not accommodate our numbers. We now plan
to finish at The Gate Hangs High, Whichford Road, Banbury
OX15 5DF where we are hoping to book the whole pub/restaurant.
Again, David could do with an indication of whether you will want to
have a meal there.
May Friday 6th to Monday 9th May - Weekend Away...
...to Warner's Cricket St Thomas, Somerset
May Sunday 15th - Ragley Hall - £4 per car plus passengers - We
are to have a club stand at this event, so the more the better. 13 cars
have booked in to date.
The cut-off date to book and pay for this event is 5th May 2022. We
need to be on the stand between 8am and 10am, staying on stand
until 4pm. If you have not already booked for this event, please
contact Trevor at ardenmgclubevents3@gmail.com stating number
of people, MG model, year, and registration number.
June Sat/Sunday 25th & 26th - Bloxham Steam Rally - Bloxham
- £12.50 per day per car for driver and passenger. Camping is also
available at £55 for the weekend, ask Trevor for details of this.
Again, we are to have a stand at this event. There will also be a run,
to arrive in convoy, and drive through the show to our stand. From
the 14 cars booked in to date, Sunday is the most popular choice.
This will be the day for the run, details of run to follow. Some of us
will be there all weekend, so those that would like to come both days,
the stand will be open. If you come on the Saturday, you will need to
be on our stand by 10am. Leaving time both days is 5pm, but as
there is so much to see, you will probably run out of time. The cutoff date to book and pay for this event is 20th May 2022.
If you have not already booked for this event, please contact Trevor
at ardenmgclubevents3@gmail.com stating number of people, MG
model, year, and registration number. Please also add if you may
attend both days.
July Saturday 23rd - Badsey Flower Show
Cars have to be in position before 12pm.

September Sat/Sun 10th & 11th - Road, Rail & Ale Festival.
This is a two-day event held at the Statfold Narrow Gauge Museum
Ltd, Tamworth, Staffs, B79 0BU. This is a weekend of classic, vintage
and steam themes. If one goes in one’s classic car, entry is £5 per
day which includes entry for two people. They also have a campsite
for those who may wish to stay for the weekend, £20 non-electric
and £25 with electric per night. Trevor has made enquiries for a club
stand, so please let him know if this is an event, you would like to
attend. More info at www.statfold.com
September Sat/Sun 24th & 25th - Sywell Classic Piston & Props.
Another two-day event held at Sywell Aerodrome, Sywell,
Northamptonshire NN6 0BN. An extravaganza of all thing’s cars and
planes. Take your classic car (pre-1992) and its £5 per day which
includes entry for two people. There is also camping available at £40
for three nights. We can have a club stand at this event, and Trevor
has sent off an application form, numbers attending will be required
4 weeks before the show. More info at www.sywellclassic.co.uk

N.B The Happy Herefords Run and Aunt Sally events will be
on a date to best suit other events taking place in the summer. To
help future planning please let Trevor know if you are likely to book
in for these events.

If you know of any other events that you feel are worth
a mention in the Newsletter, or there is an event that
you would like to organise, please let Trevor know.

To reserve your place or for more information on any of the AMGC events
please contact the appropriate organiser:
Date
April 24th

Event
Drive it Day

Organiser
Sheila & David Pitt dlpitt@btinternet.com

May 6th to 9th

Weekend Away to Warner's Cricket
St Thomas, Somerset
Alan Griffith alan.griffith@hotmail.co.uk
May 15rd
Ragley Hall
Trevor
June 25th & 26th
Bloxham Steam Rally
Trevor
July
BMC & Leyland Show BMM
Paul
July 5th
Show Night
Paul
July 23rd
Badsey Flower Show
Steve
August (tba)
Brailes show
Fred
September 10th & 11th Road, Rail & Ale Festival
Trevor
September 24th & 25th Sywell Classic Piston & Props
Trevor
Summer (tba)
Aunt Sally
Trevor
Summer (tba)
Happy Hereford's Run
Trevor
Summer (tba)
Chairman's Picnic
Paul
Summer (tba)
Heritage Run Revisited
Paul
December 13th
Christmas Meal
Paul
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Snippets
MG Mart
MGB Roadster
FOR SALE
(1976 registered):
It's a late 1976 car
manual overdrive
mileage now is 47.000
MLS mileage in 1996
was 19.000 miles.
Have Mots and receipts to back
that up. Was restored in the late
90s with pics and receipt one for
work done also has had a 1950 cc
engine fitted with a Weber
carburettor so it's a bit fast. MOT
has just expired it doesn't need an
MOT and is tax free but will put an
MOT on for peace of mind comes
with heritage certificate a workshop
manual and
spare keys. I'm looking for £6.500
for the car. It also has leather
interior. Many thanks if you know
anyone who wants it, Alan Morris
Mobile: 0797 4418 290
Email address:
car_doctormoz@hotmail.com

Mike Green’s MGB Roadster - FOR SALE
After a love affair of over 10 years, I’ve decided to sell the B,
it’s running really well and I will miss the V8 sound. Not an
easy decision, but we’ve not changed any cars for over 5
years (other than selling the Westfield) and the time has
come for action and more excitement. I’ll get it advertised
over Easter and see what interest there might be, as to value
- who knows?
I almost bought a MGBGT V8 quite recently, but my age and
size were certainly against me. Getting in wasn’t that easy but how do you get out?
I forgot that I was in my 20’s and only 11st when I had my
works V8 - NOV 555M - a wonderful car and 4 happy years
together before children.
Contact Mike at: MG@oakwoodgreen.co.uk
Mob: 07542 990690

Keep Happy Keep Healthy Keep MGing

Humour!
The Senior Driver
As a senior citizen was driving his classic MG down the
motorway, his car phone rang. Answering (hands free of
course), he heard his wife's voice urgently warning him,
"Darling, I just heard on the news that there's a car going
the wrong way on M6. Please be careful!"
"Hell," said Hubby, "It's not just one car. It's hundreds of
them!"

Tech’ Tips
Alloy heads
For those people with an alloy head on their cars, it is
vitally important that you don’t cross the threads when
inserting the sparkplugs into the head. A good tip learnt
by Paul was when he had a Porsche 911 - where the
cylinders are horizontal. Use a short length of rubber tube,
pushed over the terminal/insulator end of the sparkplug
and then screw into the head this gives good control on
winding the plug in.
Refitting nuts and bolts
When refitting nuts and bolts onto your car after giving
them a good clean with a wire brush (if not new ones) then
apply a small dab of CopperSlip. This will stop the bolt
corroding and make it a lot easier to undo next time. It’s
wise to put CopperSlip on the mating face of Alloy Wheels
as without it the aluminium to steel joint can set up a
corrosion cell and the two parts can bond together. The
smear of CopperSlip stops this and you will be glad when
you are on the roadside and need to change the wheel for
a puncture.
Working underneath
Whenever working underneath a car it’s a good tip use a
paint brush with Waxoil on any exposed threads. Paul did
this to his FIAT Spider when it was new, so hopefully the
bolts will still be clean if ever he needs to get them apart.

Let's make this a regular feature but we need YOUR
contributions, so please send your Tips about anything, but
especially keeping our MGs going, to Norman
(norman.large@btinternet.com) anytime - whenever you think
of them.

Editorial Team:
Paul Dunster & Norman Large
Please let us know if you have any
information (comments, stories of interest,
photos, a club member’s birthday, etc) that
you would like to be considered for inclusion
in this Newsletter. COPY DEADLINE is 10th of
the Month.
norman.large@btinternet.com
ardenmgclub@talktalk.net
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