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Issue 6 - July 2022 Newsletter

Welcome to the July issue of  AMGC monthly newsletter and
here’s hoping you had a wonderful
time cleaning & buffing your car in
preparation for  Show Night

Morris 
Garages

A New Variation
for 'Show Night' came from the new
Landlord's at the Golden Cross who
offered us a special offer for a Curry
at £8 per person making it a Curry &
Show Night and quite a few people
took up the offer (very good it was
too). 

The entrance to the Orchard Car Park had
been fenced off for us, so we had the whole
area to ourselves.  I did try to arrange the rows
to be in 'Category' order but there were too many MGBs to
make the pattern work.

The car park was soon filling up, no doubt helped by the dry
forecast (in fact it was more sunny than predicted).  The voting
forms were handed out for the 4 categories of Best Early MG,
Best Modern MG, Best MGB/C/Midget and the special
category of your favourite MG Car Colour.  The girls were soon
sat down and started collating the votes, Norman produced
the Certificates and Graham was busy writing the recipients
names (as far as I know I only got one name wrong!!  Sorry
Bea).  

Editorial Team: 
Norman Large & Paul Dunster 
Please let us know if you have any information
(comments, stories of interest, photos, a club member’s
birthday, etc) that you would like to be considered for
inclusion in this Newsletter. COPY DEADLINE is 10th of
the Month.

norman.large@btinternet.com
ardenmgclub@talktalk.netLined up all spick-and-span

A bumper selection of raffle prizes

SHOW
Night
5th July by Paul

A Beautiful Evening for the AMGC SHOW 2022



...and, in reverse order, the
winners were:

Best Early MG
2nd Runner up - Dusty with his newly

refurbished MG TD.

1st Runner up -  Mike Brown – MG YT

Winner -  Peter Harper – MG TF

Best Modern MG
2nd Runner up -  Andy Summerfield – MG

ZT 260

1st Runner up - John Hale – MG RV8

Winner -  Stephen Bailey in his
recently purchased MG
RV8

MGB/C/Midget  
2nd Runner up -  Graham Robson  with

Bumble the Midget

1st Runner up - Norman Large – MGB
Roadster

Winner -  Alan Griffith – MGB
Roadster

Favourite MG Car Colour
2nd Runner up - Fred Bury – MG

Magnette

1st Runner up - Diane Rayner – MGB
Roadster

Winner -  Bea Williams – Multi
Coloured MG TF
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SHOW  Night - continuation

Peter Harper - MG TF

Mike Brown

Dusty

Stephen Bailey - MG RV8

John Hale

Andy
Summerfield

Alan Griffith - MG Roadster

Norman
Large

Graham
Robson

Bea Williams - MG TF

Diane Rayner

Fred Bury

Must teach Chris how
to use the camera
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For the newer members, firstly a short explanation
of the Heritage Run, which goes back to 1993
when 2 guys (Lech & Richard Workman) thought

it would be a good idea to have a scenic run open to all
MGs not just to Arden MG Club.  

The first destination was to the new Heritage Motor Centre (now
British Motor Museum), hence the name of the run.  This first
run started in Stratford-upon-Avon, at the Maybird Centre and
had over 200 cars taking part.  After 25 runs it was decided to
stop organising these runs and just concentrate on events open

only to A MG C people.  For the last
few years I have organised a 'Re-run'
of one of the previous ones and this
year I have decided on the second
which finished at the remains of the
MG factory in Abingdon.  Those
remains no longer exist as such but
no problem there are plenty of MG
related places and things to do there.
Lunch is booked at the Boundary
House, which was the home of MG
founder Cecil Kimber.  I will also
organise some other activities whilst
we are there, so more details next
time but put the date on you calendar,
bookings are now open and at
present I have only 40 seats available
for lunch (which may or may not be
extendable).

Paul

Heritage Re-Run 
- Sunday 11th September – Start the Golden Cross

SHOW  Night - continuation

http://www.ardenmgclub.co.uk Founded October 1988

CLUB EVENT

The last prize is for the 'Pot Luck', every car that
receives a vote is entered into a lucky dip and a
ticket is pulled out of the box.  This year the prize
was donated by the Golden Cross (a £20 voucher
for a meal for 2 at the Cross). The lucky winner
was Alan Cleobury.

I hope everyone
enjoyed the fun, of
course these events
don't happen on
their own and
thanks must go to:
The 'Girls' (Caroline
& Fiona R) for
collating all the
votes, Norman for
printing the
Certificates & taking
the photos, Graham
for sign writing the

Certificates and all of you for coming along and
casting your votes.  There were a total of 41 MGs
and 68 people on the night.

The end to a great Show Night

Link to more photos:
http://normanlarge.com/AMGCShowJuly22/

Editor’s comments (on behalf of club members).
...and a great big thank you to you Paul from all members for your sterling
organisational skills and work you do to make this and all events so successful.
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Bloxham Steam & Country Fair
25th & 26th June - by Trevor

This is an event that has been
cancelled for the last two years
because of covid, and I had already
contacted the organisers prior to the
two cancellations, as I thought this
could be a good club event. 

It became even more appealing when
by request, we would be allowed to
arrive to our stand, in convoy at 12pm
instead of the required 10am for other
exhibitors.  This meant that we could
have a short run before entering the
show ground. By popular consensus,
Sunday 26th was chosen as the day for
this event. 19 cars had signed up for this
event, but due to many unforeseen
circumstances, only 14 cars arrived at
the Butchers Arms, Balscote, for the
start of the run. 

Angie and I decided to make a weekend
of it with our motorhome, so that we
could set up our stand on Saturday, in
preparation for the club grand entrance
on Sunday after the run.

The weather forecast was very
mixed for the whole weekend, and
Saturday saw a few short showers,
windy and hot when the sun was
out. We were hoping for better
weather on Sunday so that all
could enjoy the run with their
hoods down. As it turned out, our
prayers were answered, and we
just about managed to enjoy the whole
day without rain.

The chosen run was short, due to time
constraints, only 18 miles, but was on
the most interesting off-track roads, my
local knowledge could find. Many
single-track roads with passing places,
through fields and even a farmyard.
Luckily, I think we only encountered 2
cars coming in the opposite direction,
both at convenient passing places.
Although only 18 miles, it took
45minutes to complete the run, and we
arrived bang on time at 11:55am, to
enter through the Exhibitors Entrance
and be escorted for our grand entrance
to our stand. One young member of the
security team asked if I could put my
hazard lights on, he seemed bemused
when I told him a 1952 MG TD did not
have them. In convoy we drove past the
beer tent, through the crowds to our
stand. The organiser for the classic car
section of the show commented, that it
was an impressive entrance, and that
they may consider it for other clubs in
the future. It was also very pleasing that
Peter and Julia Grice were---- able to
join us on our stand. They have missed
all club events this year, due to Julia’s ill
health, and we hope they enjoyed a rare
day out with their club. 

All cars were parked up, and the picnic
lunches were starting to emerge from
the boots, although many of us made
use of the varied food outlets on the
showground. People commented that
the event was larger than expected, with
many varied attractions and different
types of vehicles on display, not to
mention the magnificent steam engines.
One of the main attractions of the show
is the main arena, where any of the
exhibitors, and that includes us, can
enter the arena for a grand parade. The
timeslot for classic cars was 3pm. 

After a little cajoling, the majority on our
stand entered the arena line astern to
take our place with the other classic
cars. After a final couple of laps of the
arena we exited and went back to our
stand for the last hour of the show. This
event has been running for 52 years and
was always an event to visit each year
for those local to it. But unfortunately if
they do not make enough money this
year, it will be the last one. This is due to
making a huge loss due to covid, when
they had to cancel, after paying out for
initial set up of show. Lets hope they can
continue, as we would run this as an
event next year if there was interest and
space on the club calendar.   

AMGC stand

Link to more photos:
http://normanlarge.com/AMGCBloxhamJun22/

AMGC cars in the show ring

AMGC cars ready for the off

AMGC drivers ready for the route...

...and a lovely route it was - Ed



... What a Club Night we had for the
Show Night not the highest number of MGs
or people but very close, I hope you all
enjoyed the evening, there is a full report on
the front cover and page 2 of this Newsletter.

My MGB passed the 30th
Anniversary of my ownership last
month, which made me realise in
an idle moment of thought that it
must be more than 30 years that I
have been going to the Golden

Cross for the Arden MG Club
Meetings. 

For anyone not familiar with the
story, it goes back to meeting Alan
Torbet (now sadly passed away) one

day when returning children back
from some party.  I drew up outside
of his house and normally it would
be throw the child out and carry on
but there was a very nice looking MG
in the drive (it turned out to be an
MGC), so I had to stop and have a
look.  At this time I had sold my
abandoned Kit Car Project (MG TF
replica called a Gentry), so had a
space in the garage that I was
thinking about filling.  Looking at the
MGC I could see there was plenty of
room behind the seats, which the
children would be able to sit in and
Alan invited me to join him for the
next Club night, he also introduced
me to John who was one of the
founder members, who just
happened to know where there was
an MGB Roadster for sale.  The rest
is History as they say.  The Club had
been going about 4 years when I
joined.
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Chairman's Report  -   July 2022

Breakfast Meetings
are gathering momentum with 15 of us enjoying the
breakfast fayre at the Museum.

I managed to get permission to park on the grass outside the
Museum entrance, which made a good sight.  Especially with
John Draper's newly acquired MG SA Charlesworth Tourer, as
featured in last months Newsletter, a lovely car.

Club Night - 
Show Night

30 Years ON
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Cartoon Corner  -   Thank you Graham
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Book Review – 
A Life by the Poole by Alec Poole -  by Paul

This book was purchased by Mike Green who enjoyed the book
so much he read the whole thing in 24 hours and has
consequently offered the book to loan to any Arden MG Club
member.

I have read through the book but not as quickly as Mike but with equal
enjoyment.  It is an Autobiography, so if you are not keen on those it
will not be for you, however it is a bit different from all the other
biographies I have read.  There are 68 short chapters all written in the
format of anecdotes and they are all very amusing, very different times
before the world became politically correct.

Alec was a very successful Rally Driver (no doubt why Paddy Hopkirk
wrote the Forward), with both BMC & Ford before going into Team
Management, where he was equally successful.

A jolly good read and thoroughly recommended, I will bring along to
the Club Night if anyone would like to borrow for a read.
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On June 10 we concluded the last
update with a score of 42.5 and just
4 days into our 12 day tour of Ireland.
You’ll maybe recall that Jane and I
were 1 of 6 Jaguar couples, who had
booked the trip for a 2020 touring
holiday, which was rolled forward
twice due to Covid

� Tour of Ireland: Including the return
journey home, we covered c1600
miles, by basically following the coast
from the ferry port in Rosslare in the
south east and clockwise along the
southern coast and then north up
along the “Wild Atlantic Coast” to
Sligo, which is close to Northern
Ireland.

Ireland has a population of some 5m,
of which a fair proportion are centred
around Dublin and Cork, leaving the
rest fairly thinly spaced and most
welcoming to tourists. The entire
experience was a joy, with the scenic
countryside green and lush, many
mountains reaching over 2,000 feet,
with some running down to the sea
and the coast fairly rugged akin to
western Scotland.

My first experience of Ireland was in
1971 as a “bag carrying” trainee

Chartered Accountant, to audit the
Dublin subsidiary of a UK Group. My
name was pinned to this audit for a few
years and a fine introduction to the
“Craic” and real Guinness. I think the
Irish are the most friendly folk that I
have encountered in my fairly limited
global travel - their friendship is
unforced and so genuine.

I returned with a bunch of lads in the
90’s for the Rugby Internationals and
from 2000 to meet up with fellow
members of the Consulting Group,
that had taken me to San Francisco in
the west to Sydney in the east and a
few destinations in between. On most
of those times, I had been
accompanied by an amazing Irish lad
and we enjoyed his hospitality again
on a stop over, in the heart of the
Horse Racing and Breeding area, en
route back to Rosslare.

The trip can’t be done justice with a
few words, other than to say the south
western corner would be our favourite
destination, that’s the counties of Cork
and Killarney; we’re hopeful of
returning there in a year or two and just
meander around.

With the tour being 11 nights and
having claimed 4 already, that’s

another 7 on the
scoreboard and at 49.5,
almost halfway.

� The lead up to Castle
Combe 25th June:
We returned to
Fishguard on the
“much too” early ferry
on Friday 17th, giving
us time to get home
and sorted, for an
early run to Ascot
races on Saturday, to
join a jolly with a
company where I have
an interest. The jolly
included an overnight

in Ascot and a mad
dash home Sunday
morning  to join a
70th party. At dusk,
Ed the Zed had a
quick wash,
lightened of excess
baggage and a
once over, ready for action the
following day.

As Ascot was not car related, deviation
you might say, particularly as we went
in Jane’s BMW, but no, Monday June
20 was Ed’s debut on track at Castle
Combe and MGs on Track. Many of
you will know that Castle Combe is just
south of Chippenham and check in
was from 7.30am and driver briefing at
8.30 prompt after noise checks etc. All
yet more mad dash stuff, but I arrived
at 7.35, albeit a little knackered and
having wished I’d left the 70th party 3
pints earlier  ( -  this all has mild shades
of and influenced by another of my
hero’s, James Hunt, but without all the
orgies!). I was both amused and
concerned to note, that quite a few
fellow drivers had trailered their cars to
the circuit and perhaps I was the only
novice pensioner there and one of a
few cars actually taxed. It being quite
a warm day, at least I could have the
air con on!

Whilst I’ve pottered around
Silverstone, Donington, Goodwood
etc, Castle Combe was crash hats and
all that stuff. We were split into 4
groups of 12 and I was in group 2 and
No 13 - what!

I enjoyed 6 of the available 7 x 15
minute practice sessions with 11 other
MGs, the 12.15 session was with an
Instructor. The circuit, like most others,
was a former airfield and the track
almost 2 miles in length, thus allowing
7-8 laps per session.

THE 

TON UP KID 
(Mike Green) - 

AGED 70

The last score was 42.5 

Episode 5 
By Mike Green 

100

55.5
50

0

T
H

E
 T

O
N

 U
P

 K
ID

’s
E

ve
nt

s 
Ta

rg
et

The most south westerly place in Ireland -
MIZEN HEAD
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I’m pleased to say there were no
incidents and although Ed obviously
didn’t get the best time of the day
(timing strictly forbidden), it held its
own and performed admirably at up to
just over 90mph, with its cornering and
braking just fine, relatively speaking.

I asked myself would I have been any
quicker by turning off the air con and
been less jet lagged - probably not! Ed
had been worked hard, didn’t miss a
beat and the new discs and pads were
both well bedded in and impressive.

I bought the Castle Combe history
book to learn that the likes of Graham
Hill to Ayrton Senna etc had competed
there in their early careers, that made
me feel rather chuffed and I’m hopeful
of returning later in the year. Assuming
that too goes well, I’ll put a crash hat
on my list for Santa.

All that waffle and backstory
unfortunately only adds 1 to the score!

Moving quickly on, no Goodwood
Festival of Speed this year to report
upon, but our favourite the Goodwood
Revival is booked in.

� Classic Motor Hub Saturday 2nd
July : More recently on Saturday 2nd
July we visited the Classic Motor Hub

at Bibury near Cirencester. The event
is very well done and amazing cars are
exhibited for sale - just awesome,
including a lightweight E Type Jaguar,
with quite a history, yours for just
£6.5m!

Next day Sunday, was a “Coffee and
Chrome” event at the Chateau Impney,
our Chairman had kindly given me the
link and the gatherings are hosted by
Footman James as part of their
business development
program. Over 500 fine
cars attended in a
classic setting - well
recommended

From there we shot off to
Prescott for the Annual
Members Meeting.
There had been racing
on Saturday and many
Bugatti drivers stayed
over for the Sunday
activities, including runs
up the hill for a few £.

As we had previously booked the Jag

into the Chateau event, it was easier to
take it to Prescott. That said I didn’t
want to take it up the Hill, it’s too
special to me and I quite like it’s
original shape and sounds.

However, I think Ed would enjoy a run
up the Hill and to that end I’ve
registered my interest for lessons.

� AMGC Show Night Tuesday July 5th:
Tuesday July 5 was of course Show
Night and as our TF won car of the
show last year, it stayed in the garage
and Ed was initiated by watching some
very interesting proceedings from a
quiet corner.

� Jag folk near Tetbury Sat 9th July:
The second Saturday of the month
gets us, well certainly me, a full English
with the Jag folk near Tetbury and
Saturday 9 was no exception. With

holidays and Ed pushing his nose in,
we decided the faithful old Discovery
would enjoy the 80m round trip and a
useful blow out in the process

� Gaydon BMC Sunday 10th July:
With temperatures rising and no air
con in the TF, Ed was on duty again for
the Gaydon BMC and Leyland Show
on Sunday 10 July. Interestingly Ed
was 1 of only 2 ZRs in the main car
park, the other, was a 4 door 1.4 (and
that’s definitely a granddad’s car)

Looking ahead and hedging a little, I’ve
joined the Historic Rally Car Register
(non competing) to maintain the event
momentum in the winter months and give
the Discovery a run in the wilds, watching
what I think are the most gifted of drivers
in cars I grew up with, but sadly never
owned. I’m sensing Jane might not make
every night trip...

In summary that’s
another 13 and a total
of 55.5.

THE 

TON UP KID 
(Mike Green) - 

AGED 70
Episode 5 - Continuation
By Mike Green 

Bibury - The Lightweight E Type - 
start saving!

Some fine old ladies at the Cha� teau

A Lambo Muscling in next to my Jag and an MG RV8
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My Day
with
Practical
Classics
by Trevor

“The Back Story”

Some of you may remember that
for a number of years, I waffled
on about my installation of a 2.0

litre Ford/Mazda Duratec engine into a
MGB Roadster. My reports charted the
ups and downs of this project, and
because it was during those now
distance days of Covid, I had plenty of
time on my hands to write reams of
details with some nonsense also thrown
in.

I signed off my Final report, part 7, with
the words “Enjoy all of hard work and
time spent, to the maximum” We have
now completed over 1000 miles, and
apart from a few small upgrades, we
have done just that. I still get a huge
smile on my face, and a serious telling
off from Angie, every time for no known
reason, my right foot has a spasm, and I
have to extend it to the floor. However
with the price of petrol, once again, this
project could break the bank, if I do not
get this problem sorted with my GP.

I also mentioned that Practical Classics
had been out to our home address to
do a feature on this project for
publication in the February 2022 issue.

So the day dawned... 

...in early December when the
Production Editor and a cameraman
arrived to prepare the feature. They
arrived in a beat-up old Merc saloon. My
first impression of Matt (Production
Editor) who was sporting a pony tail,
was that he was very tall, and how was
he going to fit into the MGB. The
photographer was also called Matt and
went about his business in a very
professional way. They explained what
they wanted to achieve, still
photographs of everything, dynamic
photos of the car being driven down
road, and then to finish with pony tail
Matt doing a test drive. I was surprised
that apart from a few basic questions

about how, why, where, and when,
Matt did not want to get into the
nitty gritty of the technicalities of
this project. One assumes that
because these people work for a
magazine all about cars that they
are all knowing. I realised that this
was not the case when I started to
explain why I had lowered the roll
centre height at the front with trick
wishbones, to address the front to
rear roll couple imbalance. In fact it
was more about photographs than
asking questions for the write up,
which I had expected and had
prepared for. Matt said that he
would communicate by email to
gather the information he wanted
for the 5-page feature.

After all of the still photographs were
taken, it was time to take some of the
car on location, being driven down the
road. I have seen cars photographed in
photogenic locations, and had thought
that this is what would be required, but
no. Not just any road would do, it had to
be smooth, quiet, and wide enough for
two cars. Prior to arriving in Tysoe, they
had looked at some close by. The road
from Tysoe to Brailes was chosen and
off we set. Bearing in mind this was
early December, and a bit chilly, they
wanted to film with the hood down, not
ideal if you are trying to avoid
pneumonia. We stopped at a pull in,
and I was surprised at what happened
next. Matt the photographer climbed
into the boot of the Merc, without any
safety devices whatsoever to stop him
falling out once in motion. 

What Have You Done In or With Your (or someone else’s) MG?



What Have You Done In or With Your (or someone else’s) MG?

AMGC News July22 - 10 -

He wanted me to drive at a constant
speed of about 40mph, and they would
be in front of me, beside me and behind
me, giving hand directions when they
wanted me to get closer. You have to
have a lot of trust in two people you
have only just met, to drive within 3ft of
their vehicle. It also crossed my mind
that on this road, we get very large, fast
tractors, and I had visions of a
Merc/MGB/Duratec/tractor compilation,
where the only survivors were the tractor
driver and Matt, who had jumped out the
boot. After much driving up and down,
and only having to take avoiding action
on two occasions for other cars, this
part was done. After what seemed like a
lot of photographing, only two shots
were used in the magazine.

Now it was time for pony tail Matt to take
the car for a test drive, and the other
Matt went with him. Only one
photograph of this went into the
magazine, and you can see that he is
virtually looking over the windscreen,
due to his height. I listened to the
exhaust note as they drove towards
Tysoe, and he was not holding back. I
don’t know what happened on that run,
but when they came back, the
photographer said “it’s a good job that
you have fitted a limited slip diff, or we
would both be dead” I never did find out
what he meant by that. I did get the
overall impression that they were
impressed by their test drive, and they
even said that it was a more sorted car
than they usually go out to look at.

The feature did not go out in February,
and I was beginning to wonder if they
had changed their mind. It did feature in
the June issue, and I have to say that
the main photo of me and the car must
have been airbrushed, I have never
looked that good. There was quite a few
emails between Matt and I, and it came
as no surprise that most of the words
written are by me. I also had to supply
many photographs of the project as it
progressed.

So there it is, my 10 seconds of fame,
and I bet you had all thought that I could
not waffle on any more about my
MGB/Duratec.

Practical Classics Features
Trevor Smith’s MGB Roadster

‘unusual’ restoration.

Pages 42 - 46 of Practical
Classics June edition features a
very interesting article on how
Trevor went about restoring his
1975 MGB Roadster - a very

good read.

Trevor’s restoration has been
entered in PC’s restorer of the
year competition. We wish him

success in this.

My Day with Practical Classics - Continued

Photo courtesy of Practical Classics

“To Cap it off” by Graham

What I did with my MG this month -
I went over a bump in the road jolting

out one of the little hub caps in the centre of
the Club Minilites on the Midget. 

Heard it land and pulled in . . . 
got out of the car . . . . 
saw it clearly in the middle of the road . . . . 
was about to be big and brave and leap out to
retrieve it . . . . 
but a great big bus got there first. 

Memories of those days as a kid putting pennies
on railway tracks to flatten them.
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What Have You Done In or With Your (or someone else’s) MG?

“Well not really  
with an MG”

- by Paul

...but I had an interesting day driving one of the
Museum Cars.  

The MD phoned me one day asking if I was available
on 2nd July, “why” I asked.  The son of one of the
MAs at the Museum was getting married that day

and they had been let down by the wedding car company
(funny it was the Grand Prix week-end, maybe they had a
better offer!!) and could they use a Museum Car.  The
most reliable one would be the Armstrong Siddeley
Sapphire but the mechanic who normally drove it was
going to a music festival in Hook Norton.  Apparently there
are only a limited number of people the workshop are happy
driving the cars and I was number 2 on the list!!  Yes no
problem, we were staying in Hook Norton (at our daughter's
not the music festival!) that week but easy to get to Gaydon
from there.

Some of the Sapphires used a 'Pre-select' gearbox but this
one is a manual, however with a column change, one of the
guy's (number one on the list) said getting reverse is trixy, so
make sure they tell you how to engage it.

The day arrives and I'm 'Fully Trained' on getting reverse, so
off I go from Gaydon heading for South Oxford, I had only got
a few miles and the heavens opened but it was dry by the
time I got there.  I dressed the car (see photo) and awaited
making the first run taking the 4 bridesmaids.  Now you will all
know Oxford is not conducive to driving cars around and the
wedding was to be at the Town Hall in the middle (opposite

Carfax Tower at the top of St Aldate's) of the City.  The first
part of St Aldate's is 'No Entry' to private cars and so is the
High St at the other end but 'No Problem' they say the taxis do
a 'U' Turn there all the
time!!  That is all very well
but in a 1950s car with no
lock and reverse gear not
easy to find it was
interesting doing a three
point turn in the middle of
Oxford traffic but we got
there, then had to do it all
again to deliver the Bride
and Step-father.  

All good fun and they had
a great day.  For the girls
here is a photo of the
Bride and Groom.

Humour!

My mate was driving his classic MG down the road when
he saw a 1962 Classic Rolls Royce Silver Cloud coming
the other way. Although there was normally enough room
to pass easily, my mate manoeuvred such that the
oncoming Roller was forced to slow down. My mate
wound down his window and shouted 'Pig!'. The Rolls-
Royce driver looked in his rear view mirror raised his fist
and swore profusely. But with that the Roller hit the pig!

Thanks Graham -
two in one
month!
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Other Events - 2022

July 16th & 17th - Classic Nostalgia - Shelsley Walsh - 
Tickets are £15 per person if you arrive
in a classic (pre-1985)

September Sat/Sun 10th & 11th - Road, Rail & Ale Festival.
This is a two-day event held at the Statfold Narrow Gauge Museum Ltd,
Tamworth, Staffs, B79 0BU. This is a weekend of classic, vintage and
steam themes.  If one goes in one’s classic car, entry is £5 per day which
includes entry for two people. They also have a campsite for those who
may wish to stay for the weekend, £20 non-electric and £25 with electric
per night. Trevor has made enquiries for a club stand, so please let him
know if this is an event, you would like to attend. More info at
www.statfold.com

September 11th - Dorridge Day Classic Car Show
Dorridge Day, is a fun family day which attracts families from
Dorridge, Knowle and the surrounding villages and is organised by
Knowle and Dorridge Round Table annually.
Email: dorridgeday.classics@gmail.com
SMS: 07775 647 914

What’s On - Elsewhere

What’s On - AMGC

Proposed Club Events - 2022
July Saturday 23rd - Badsey Flower Show
Cars have to be in position before 12pm.
Location: The Rec, Sands Lane, Badsey, WR11 7EZ
It will be signposted in village if everyone can arrive before 12 to get
everyone in place before show opens. 

August Sunday 7th - Aunt Sally Lunch
This event is taking place at the Butchers Arms, Shutford Road Balscote,
OX15 6JQ. Balscote is just off of the A422 Stratford to Banbury Road,
there is more than one turning off of the A422, but all get you to the pub.
From Stratford, take the first Balscote sign you see, and stay on this
road, until you reach the pub. People in hi-vis will be there to direct you
into the pub car park. Arrival time for this fun event is 12 noon.

For those who have not played this game before, (not many have) you
throw, underarm, 6 wooden battens at a white object, called a Sally,
which is supported on a metal ring. Each time you knock the Sally off of
the ring, you score 1 point, simples!!! It is played in teams of 8, so we
need as many as possible please. The team who has scored the most
points after much throwing, battens going astray and some casualties,
mainly head injuries, is declared the winner.
As last time we are lucky to have two members of the Balscote Aunt
Sally team to demonstrate, adjudicate, ensure fair play, and drive the
ambulance. 

There will be a basket meal available, with a choice of Chicken, Scampi
or Sausage with chips. I am reliably told that this year, all people will get
3 sausages, not just the one lucky person last time (you know who you
are). The cost of this meal is £8. Payment will be on the day.

Please book in at ardenmgevents3@gmail.com giving your choice of
meals. The cut off date for booking in is Wednesday 3rd August.

August Saturday 13th - Brailes Show
This annual event returns this year, after a two-year absence due to
Covid, In the past, this has been a regular event for the Arden Cub, lets
see if we can give them a good showing of MGs, to help their coffers.
Cars to be in position on our stand by 12pm, leaving at 4/4:30pm.

5 cars have booked in to date, would love to have 15 plus. Booking is
only required, so that we know numbers, and the organisers can allocate
space. Please book in at ardenmgevents3@gmail.com

August Sunday 21st - Happy Herefords Run to Tysoe
This will be the second running of this event and gives the opportunity
to travel in our MGs on roads slightly out of our area, unknown to many,
ending with a dining experience that let’s say, will be memorable,
different, and unexpected  (except for those who attended last year).
After a gentle scenic run through Warwickshire/Oxfordshire, we will end
up in Tysoe, a pretty village, which is worth a walk around in its own
right. After we are all parked up, at the Happy Herefords Barn, one can
visit The Peacock pub to obtain drinks, (they do keep a lovely pint) that
can be taken back to have with your meal, because this is one event
where you can take your own drinks. There will be an extensive menu
that you can choose from and pay for on the day. As the name suggests,
Hereford beef is used to create a variety of different and very tasty
burgers and sausages, with a choice of waffles for dessert. We would
expect to arrive at 1pm for this gastronomic experience. You may have
seen the Happy Herefords catering company at some outdoor events
locally. 

The start point for this event has yet to be decided, will be confirmed by
August club night. Please book in at ardenmgevents3@gmail.com If you know of any other events that you feel are worth a mention in the Newsletter,

or there is an event that you would like to organise, please let Trevor know.

To reserve your place or for more information on any of the AMGC events
please contact the appropriate organiser:

Date Event Organiser
July 23rd Badsey Flower Show Steve
August 7th Aunt Sally Lunch Trevor
August 13th Brailes show Fred
August 21sth Happy Herefords Run to Tysoe Trevor
September 10th & 11th Road, Rail & Ale Festival Trevor
September 11th Heritage Re-Run  Paul
September 24th & 25th Sywell Classic Piston & Props Trevor
December 13th Christmas Meal Paul

September Sunday 11th - Heritage Re-Run 
Full details on page 3 - Book with Paul

September Sat/Sun 24th & 25th - Sywell Classic Piston & Props.
Another two-day event held at Sywell Aerodrome, Sywell,
Northamptonshire NN6 0BN. An extravaganza of all thing’s cars and
planes. Take your classic car (pre-1992) and its £5 per day which
includes entry for two people. There is also camping available at £40 for
three nights. We can have a club stand at this event, and Trevor has sent
off an application form, numbers attending will be required 4 weeks
before the show. More info at www.sywellclassic.co.uk 
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Editorial Team: 
Norman Large & Paul Dunster
Please let us know if you have any
information (comments, stories of interest,
photos, a club member’s birthday, etc) that
you would like to be considered for inclusion
in this Newsletter. COPY DEADLINE is 10th of
the Month.
norman.large@btinternet.com
ardenmgclub@talktalk.net

Keep Happy   Keep Healthy   Keep MGing

None this Month - Let's make this a regular feature but we need YOUR
contributions, so please send your Tips about anything, but especially keeping our
MGs going, to Norman (norman.large@btinternet.com) anytime - whenever you
think of them.

None this Month - Please let us have some of your news and views. Send to:
norman.large@btinternet.com

None this Month - Please let us have some of your news and views. Send to:
norman.large@btinternet.com

A look back at some of the good times. Copy or click

on the link to your browser to view the photos.

2022
http://normanlarge.com/AMGCShowJuly22/
http://normanlarge.com/AMGCBloxhamJun22/
http://normanlarge.com/AMGCDitDApr22/
http://normanlarge.com/AMGCVitalSparksMar22/
http://normanlarge.com/ArdenMGCWRunJan22/

AMGC photo links

Please let us know YOUR NEWS - 
(comments, stories of interest,
photos, a club member’s birthday,
special celebration, etc) - that you
would like to be considered for
inclusion in this Newsletter. 
COPY DEADLINE is normally
10th of the Month.
BUT, for August it is 4th
Aug please.

A Special Day

Tech’Tips

Warner’ s Cricket St Thomas - Questionnaire response summary

Over the weekend of 6th to 9th May 39 members spent 3
nights at Warner’s, Cricket St Thomas Hotel on the
Somerset/Devon border. 

During the stay, most members participated in 2 runs but
some stayed at the hotel to make the most of the leisure
facilities. 

On our return, I prepared a brief questionnaire to assess
the views of those who attended.
The findings were very positive and I summarise the
results below:

a. Regarding the Hotel, 100% felt it was a good
package.

b. The individual scores for food and
accommodation were very good, nearly full marks,
whereas entertainment and leisure were marked
down slightly.  

c. Drive out days were considered good and 25
miles was felt to be adequate by the vast majority. 

d. The distance for most to CST was circa 152 miles.
100% felt that was good distance and would travel
a little further if required.  Shorter runs virtually
totally ruled out.

e. It was felt to be a good idea to have a meeting
place half way on the journey to touch base with
fellow travelling members.

f. 93% would support going to another Warner’s
Hotel

g. 100% would consider going to North Wales.

h. 100% would support a mid-week holiday of 4
nights and 65% for 3nights weekend break.

i. There were a few comments mostly very positive.
A few suggestions made included, trying to see if
we could get 60’s-70’s entertainment and getting a
dedicated area to meet after dinner if required,
possible quiz.

Richard and myself have met up and, with such a good
response, feel it would be worth considering going to
Warner’s at Bodelwyddan Castle, Bodelwyddan, Rhyl for
a 4 night mid-week break in May 2023, if there is interest. 

Watch this space!

Many thanks to all those who spent time filling in the
questionnaire.

Alan

MG Mart


